WHY WOOD?
NORTH AMERICAN FORESTS ARE SUSTAINABLE

The North American wood products industry is a world leader in sustainable forestry
practices. Wood harvested from North American forests follows some of the world’s
best forest management practices which have for decades provided net forest growth.

Wood is a natural and renewable resource. Wood harvested
from North American forests follows some of the world’s
best forest management practices which have for decades
provided net forest growth. Net forest growth refers to land
which is reforested once the forests have been harvested;
preventing a loss of forest acreage with the result being
actual forest cover in North America is increasing.
Forest covers approximately 751 million acres, roughly a
third of the land mass in the US1. 54% of the forest is publicly
owned with the balance held in the hands of private land
owners. Canada has 860 million acres of forest cover of which
94% is publicly owned and managed with the remaining 6%
owned privately2.
While harvesting wood occurs under different types of land
ownership, forest management is governed by federal and
state/provincial regulations that ensure that forest resources
are well protected for the future.
The North American wood products industry is a world leader
in sustainable forestry practices. Forest certification involves
independent third party assessment that companies are
operating in accordance with the principles of sustainable
forest management that value the socio-economic and
environmental contributions of forests.

500
MILLION

ACRES
OF CERTIFIED FOREST

The total size of managed forests in the US and Canada
under the four internationally recognized forest certification
programs used in North America is 500 million acres. This
represents roughly half of the world’s certified forests3.
North American forestry management practices ensure
that deforestation and other threats to biodiversity do
not occur4.
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CHOOSE THE SUSTAINABLE WAY
Promoting the use of wood-based packaging and pallets to users seeking sustainable,
responsible and economical packaging solutions. NATURESPACKAGING.ORG

